Factors affecting a mother's recall of her baby's birth weight.
The Millennium Cohort Study of UK babies born this century obtained maternal report of birth weight and data on the family's characteristics, including parental ethnicity, education, and social circumstances. Parental permission to link babies to their birth registration data provided the opportunity to investigate factors affecting accuracy of maternal recall of birth weight and to determine possible causes of error. Logistic regression was used to investigate the relationship between maternal factors and recall of birth weight. Numerical and graphical methods were used to identify potential causes for birth weight discrepancies. Data were obtained from the birth registry and Millennium Cohort Study for 11 890 of the 14 294 cohort children born in England and Wales. Weight was reported in imperial units by 84% of mothers and this was more common in younger mothers. Accuracy within 100 g was 92% overall, varying from 94% among British/Irish white mothers to 69-89% for other ethnic groups and was lower among the long-term unemployed and those living in disadvantaged or ethnic wards. Explanations (mostly rounding and transcription errors) were identified for 27% of the discrepancies of 100 g or more. Conclusion Mothers' reports of their infants' birth weight showed high level of agreement with registration data, the mean discrepancy being consistently close to zero. However, the variance of the discrepancy differed according to ethnic group, ward type, and socioeconomic status. These sources of differential variability should be taken into account in analyses using birth weight, and possibly other reported data, from socially mixed populations.